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as a nomadic group, the
Kawahiva are not confined

to one area

historically, nomads have 
traveled up to 200 miles 
seasonally - 
each circle indicates the distance 
that can be traveled per season
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basket of single palm leaf
basket w/ lid
bitter manoic
boat of bark slabs
bow w/ round cross section
cayubaba basket (fishing)
comical club
caoutchouc
cigar
crutch paddle
dance mask
cord
cotton
cradle hood
digging stick
feather cap
ear sticks
feather mantle
feathering (xingu)
feathering of the E Brazil type
fire drill w/ lateral cut
guarayu basket
hammocks
head ornament of feathers
head trophy
hut for inhaling tobacco
maize leaf ball
plate for manoic
maloka
manoic grater
maraca
men’s house
round house
sewed calabash
palm fan
pan pipes
shell necklace
sieve net
spear thrower
tonsure
spindle of the Bakain type
spindle w/ bulge
tump-line
stool
streams choked for fishing
tattooing
weir
wooden mortars

basket of single palm leaf
basket w/ lid
hammocks
palm fan
ladders
small cages for parakeets
palm fences
palm leaf shelters
communal housing

Hunting 
Peccaries
Monkeys
Birds
Fish

Gathering
Fruits
Nuts
Berries
Honey

objects observed within their culture:

confirmed upon spottings

descendants of the Tupi

basket of single palm leaf
basket w/ lid

bird arrow
body ornament of feathers

bow w/ plano-convex cross
bow w/ squared cross

bull-roarer
caoutchouc

cigar
clay walls

club (macana)
cord

cotton
cradle hood

digging stick
dug-out canoe

ear sticks
fire arrow

fish poisoning
feathering of the E Brazil type

fire-drill with lateral cut
guarayu basket

hammocks
head ornament of feathers

head trophy
hut for inhaling tabacco

lip stick
loom (aruak)

maloka
manoic grater

maraca
men’s house

multipointed arrow
nose peircings

palm fan
pan pipe

perforated fire drill
pipe
shirt

spindle (bororo)
spindle of the Bakain type

spindle w/ bulge
squared house

stool
streams choked for fishing

tattooing
weir

wooden mortars
tiroy

tonsure
trident
Urupe
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Kawahiva 
women 

filmed 
carrying a 

child on her 
back

Sleeping mats woven out of palm 
branches

Abandoned 
sleeping 
quarters

Baskets woven out of palm 
branches for carrying items and 

cathcing prey
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THE TUPI

The Kawahiva are an uncontacted tribe in the Amazon Rainforest, in the northwestern region of Brazil, state of Mato Grosso. The 
Kawahiva is a tribe descendant of the Tupi. This has provided insight on a tribe that refuses contact, yet faces intrusion and violence onto 
their homeland constantly.  In order to understand and protect them, inferences had to be made on their culture and what they value. 

WHO: Tupi Kawahiva
WHERE: Amazon Rainforest, 
Mato Grosso, Brazil Agriculturalists

cassava
corn

sweet potatoes
beans

tobacco
squash
cotton

manioc

Ladder Fences

MATERIALS: tree branches, chord from palms

*images depicted show actual objects 
found on abandoned Kawahiva sites

1 The Kawahiva build fences around their camps. These are 
multi-purpose, as they also serve as a ladder. These fences act as a 
boundary, and indicate that something or someone is occupying a 
space. 

Communal Center

2 Centrality is another part of Kawahiva culture. The tribes develop 
around a circular plaza, centered around a fire. Here they cook, make, 
gather, and worship. This gathering space honors the Kawahiva 
culture. 

*image depicted shows actual objects 
found on abandoned Kawahiva sites

palm woven sleeping matsMATERIALS: 

Agriculture

3 The Kawahiva were once agriculturalists. Now, due to violence and intrusion, 
it has been taken away from them. The organization of the field indicates 
care, but also serves as a message to those that have taken away from the 
Kawahiva. 

maniocMATERIALS: 
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WHY: The Kawahiva are an endangered group. Not only is deforestation a 
problem environmentally, but also for the indigenous group. Protected land is not 
regraded valuable to surrounding cities, and the indigenous are threatened by 
this. 

HOW
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